


Euregion MeuseRhine: Looking to the Future

A Vision for theEuregian MeuseRhine
Preamble

The EuregionMeuseRhine (EMR) is one of the oldesEuregiams of the European
Union (EU) and ever since its foundation 1976 it hascontributedsignificantly to
the crossborder coopetion between th&MR partners,ts citizens, the world of
business, research institutes and other interested pahies a vital contribution was
made to thesociceconomic development within the area.

And now the time has camto deepen and accelerate ¢hessbordercooperation
between theEMR partner regionsThe keynotebeing that ths intensificationand
acceleratiormustclearly benefit the various parties concerned withinrBRR. This
green paperims to direct thantensificationand acceleration process by setting
thematic priorities. The priorities are based strategicchoiceswhich aregeared
towardsincreasinghe quality of life within the EMR. European and othgpes of
joint fundingmechanismsupport thesehmices but are not a goal in itself.

The EMR partnersare convinced of the EMRpower tofurther cooperationvith the
objectiveto support the regional soegconomic, political and cultural development.

The five EMR partnerregians - the AachenRegion (D), the Provinceof Liege (B),

the Provinceof Limburg (B), the Germarspeaking Communit{B) andthe Province

of Limburg (NL) - all underwrite the ambition to further develop the EMR to a more
recognizableand decisive Euregionajrouping which will also enjoy esteem
recognition and support from their own national authorities and the European
Institutions. Euregional cooperationust be strengthenedwvith the focus on more
significant and recognisable projectsith a predominantlyEuregional character
which bringadded value for thEuregionas a whole.

The EMR administration and all the parties responsible within the EMRneegie
committed to consolidating the intensification and acceleration of Euregional
cooperation through personal involvemeAside from discussions in the formal
EMR forums this will also bereflected through frequent informal consultations.
Reciprocalvisits by the asociated EMR partneegions and historical, culturahd
social events in the partner regi@rgoy widesuport.

The Europ@&n Union has strengthened the position of the regions even further over
the past number of years. The Comneitdé the Regionsthe Directorate General for
Regional Policy and various regional policy and funding instruments are prdus.of t
The borderegions are an indicatof successfuEuropean integration. Opportunities,
but also obstacles which impedmssborder European cooperation first raise their
head and are felt strorgjen the borderregions.Thus solutiondor these obstcles
mustemanatdgrom a regional levelThis will enablethe EMR to furthedevelopits

role asa model regiom for European integration. The EMR rightfully deserves
recognition as a European pilot or model region.



The opportunities to effectively bringbout economic growth are limited for the
regional partner regis. However, globalisation demands continuous innovation and
developmenand this isalsothe casen the area ofrossbordercooperation.

If we want to achieve sustainable economic devala, action mustot onlycome
from regional and local authorities but also fromtionalauthorities

A new instrument forcrossborderregional cooperation which merits attention was
created by the Regulatidrom the EuropeafParliamentand Council (8 July 2006)
regarding the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTS), as this can offer
a simplified, univocalegalframework forcontinuedcooperation.

"The EGTS isa new legal EU instrumerthrough which regional authorities from
various Menber Sates can set ugroupingswith their own legal statusAn EGTS
will implement and managerossborder transnational and/or interregional
cooperation measures. For these tasksody can be set upith its very own
organizationabtructuresbudgetand staff'*

The implementation of this regulation must be considenecklation to theafore
mentioned crosborder projects.

The European border regioqday an importrole in generating economic growth and
strengthening prosperity within the EU. Ins&ve regional cooperation also
contributes effectively tdhe realisation of the Lisbon ar@othenburgobjectives
which must reinforce European competitivenessd for which the MemberStates
will among othes focus on sound public financeseconomic grath, knowledge
economy and innovation, fulemployment and conservation of the natural
environment. The EMR can contributettos when it meets the requirements irsth
respect.

In the reinforcementof the EMR, the large diversity between tparticipatng
partners is especially an important added value: three countries, five partners, three
languages and different cultures. On the other hand, this very diversity also creates the
unavoidable challenges, especially due to the great divergence in existing
competencesresponsibilities, regulations and administrative structures the respective
EMR partners are faced with within their own national context. This may impede and
slow down the crosborder cooperation ankencethe intensificationof European
integration.

As European integratioprogressesthe practicallegal and administrative obstasle
become cleaiTo successfully overcome these challenges, intensive relégtwsen

the EMRand itsown MemberState/national governmeiatre vital, aswell as sound

andcloserelations with thécuropeannstitutions.

The importance of the European development progranikiEERREG & an
instrument for regional development is explicitly emphasized. Since 1991 important
projects have been realizedhereby the pogramme supporteccrossborder
cooperation and soceconomic development The institutional andoperational
knowledgegainedduring the implementation oNTERREG s of significant value

! European Commission, DG Regional Poli}arification on the EGTS instrument.






Economicdevelopmentvhich not only meets the requirement on sustainabilityut
which alsogenerates growth andmployment

Environment— Important Condition:

The EuregionMeuseRhine has the opportunity to raise itself as a knowledge and
technology rgion in the globalisationbattle This opportunitynustbe grasped. At the
same time we are faced wipinoblems such as trdepletion of natural resources, the
adverse effects on thezone layer, acidification and ovdertilization of soil and
crops the decline in diversity of landscapes and species. Wittmuéctive action
climate change will not onlgome atenormous economiexpensebut it will also
have disastrous consequent@ssciety.

Society, the economy and politics therefore face the challenge of reducing the burden
on the environment and of promoting lasting (sustainaddenomicdevelopment
Therefore, the EMRnustespecially encourage projects which distinguish themselves
by their environmentally beneficial nature and which contribute to guaranteeing
welfare, freedom and qualibf life for present and future generatidns

Also in respect ofmaintaining and improving the environment andrelation to
environmental protéimon meaures and projecteore crossorder cooperation will
be sought. In this regard, the already existing cooperation betweEBMRgartners
will be expanded

Knowledge institutes|t is of major economicand scientific importance to foster
coopeation between the different knowledge instituiesthe Euregion and to
continue to promot@énovaton, knowledgeintensive research and its application. An
accurate inventorynust be made of the knowledge institutesthin the partner
regians, their capaities, strength/weakness analysis and potentiakcfossborder
cooperation. This inventory and analysis can also serve &gnahmarkfor
cooperation with knowledge institutes a European and global level. Projects such
asAlmagrid and theCharlemagnelatformare worthy of following

Cooperation between scientific institutes and teonomic sectos must be
encouraged with thiocus on the areas &nerg/, Chemstry, Materiak, Automotive
and’Life Sciences’.Aside from thatknowledgeof the neighboring languagesust
be developed more strongly.

The EMR and the partner regions must faeile in such a wayhat one can work
purposefullyon theidentification am recognition of the EMR as a prominent and
globally competive knowledge region. Focus certain disciplines and making clear
choices in this regarall form part of thigorocess

2 Key words Projects on rediieg greenhouse gas emissions, increase of energjeetfy,

substituting fossil fuels with renewable energy sources, biomass action plan, reforestation measures,
commodity security, commodity efficiency and sustainable useramoditiego increaseheir

productivity and reduce absolutemmaodityuse, prorotion of sustainable consumption, fair trade,
promotion of regional produce.



To support theeconomicpotental within theEMR, cooperation between the regional
development funds will also be stimulated

One could considessetting upa “EuregionalEconomc Promotion Agency”, which
would be responsible for the -salled cluster management @ie various EU
programmes.

Labour market and Education The activities of the CrossBorder Commuter
Taskforce must bstepped umand continued, sdat anyproblems whicthave been
identified can be resolved faster.

A speedyresult will bring tangible benefits for all thEuregionparties concerned
employersandemployeesSpecial attention will have to be paid to solving obstacles
in relation to soial security, labour legislation and taxati®articularly a network of

the border regions in operationwith the national and European institutions can
make a decisive contribution viards removing mobility obstacles n the labour
market.

Increasd labour mobility within the EMR will be worked on. The results of the
activities of theCrossBorder CommuterTaskforce and EURES will beecisivein
this regard.

It will become an increasinchallengefor employers to fill vacanciesuitably On the
other hand there may be a larger number of jedeekers in other parts of the
Euregion Within the EMR onas striving to step upgooperation within the EURES
network to whichalso the Arbeidsbureaus / Centra voor Werk en Inkomen /
Arbeitsagenturen en Arbeitséen [Employment Agencies] belong. Their activities
must be stimulated and supported by the EMR.

Aside from the focus on linguistic skillsnproved mutual attming of education,
(vocational) training and mutual recognition of courses, degrees and coogzetelh
demand continued attention.

Care & Cure: TheEuregionMeuseRhineshall establish a Ca Cure Taskforceif
possible as a division of the existigrossBorder CommuterTaskforce. This
Taskforce shall, by means tife Pontifexmethod chart tle obstacles standing in the
way of crossborder cardgcare & cure) inthe EuregionMeuseRhine The Taskforce
must alsosearchfor concrete solutions to remove these obstacles. A possible
collaboration betweethe university hospitals ofAachen, MaastrichtLiege Hasselt

and Genkwill also be taken into consideratiofihe input of health insurers in this
regard isvery important.

Mobility — Infrastructure: Intensificationof the cooperation ar@uregional planning
regardingcrossborder public transpoiis urgenly required in which the expansion
andinterconnectiorbetweenthe various national rail networks for people and freight
are the main priority.

% Objective 2 EFRO, INTERREG IV, ESF



Culture and Tourism: Cultural cooperation within th&uregionmust be reinforced
by a speedy impleentation of the joint initiativesin this respect,ite cooperation
between the Royal Opera in Liegad Opera Zuid [Opera South] (NL) may serve as
an exampleThe cultual profile of the region can be reinforcéttoughcooperation
between existing eventsnd series of events first step inthe culturalhistorical
promotion of the EMRwould bea Euregionalculture, leisure and events calendar.
These efforts could be combined with regular press releaseBRadtivities on a
culturathistorical level, wih news and tips on cultural trips.

Tourism: Aside from that, tool$or group and individual tourismmustbe developed
which can beput to useby the actors from the culeirand tourism sectorslhe
EuregionMeuseRhineis a region par excellence fordt-quality tourism Also here
its strengthlies in its diversity with the joint ‘savoir vivre’ an attractive common
denominatarOnemustpursuea Tourism Taskforce wich has thenissionto identify

a number of Euregional tourism projects or concepts whicineed further
support/facilitating. The development of a common marketing strategglsaform
part ofsuch remit

Security Globalisation reinforces the threaf and funding mechanisnfsr organised
crime (moneylaundering, taxevasion human traffiking, moonlighting, international
drug trafficking) and terrorist networks. Tabmbatthis, the existing cooperation
between police and other secu@tyenciesvithin theEuregionmustbe intensified.

In matters of disaster prevention and crisis managespecial attentiomustbe paid
to protecting essential infrastructures. The need for a Euregion@hgencyplan and
Euregionadrills in reation tocontingency plans mube investigated.

Complementary initiatives

To support thentensificationandacceleratiorthefollowing generakeynotesshallbe
observedTheseare horizontal themes which support the priorities set.

Cooperation Collectivecooperation andtrengtheningf the ties between tHeMR
partner regions is and remainsthe keynote This means in principlehat the
Euregional initiativesare jointly developed,financed and implemented bythe
participatingregions. For common EMR initiatives, the individual partner regions
have theoptionto decide whether or not thaye willing toparticipate ina particular
initiative. Partner regions who are unable or unwilling to partake in common
initiatives notify this within a reasonable period of time so that there will be no delay
in the development and the implementation ofitfigativesin question. Aroptout
proceduran this regarawill be deweloped.

European experimenal region: The EMR is working on a speedy recogniti@s
‘European Pilot Region’ or ‘Experimental Region for International Cooperation’. ‘A
European Model Region’ wadilbe a more appropriate term. Such recognition will, in
view of the extensive experienegthin the EMR and the need for model regions
especiallyin the new EU Member Statesave anumber of advantages: a positive
image, support from the EMR Member Sgatnd from the European Union. As a
priority, the EMR will consolidateexisting relationswith the European Institutions
and gear its activities towarddbtainingthe status of ‘European Pilot Region’. In this



regard it is importanthatthe EMR considersharing its operational knowledge and
experience it acquired with a.NTERREG with other regions within the European
Union and inparticularwithin the new EU Member States.

Language strategy and educationKnowledge of &nguags is an essential
prereyuisite for the further intensificationof Euregional cooperation and integration.
The directives and recommendatiarighe Euregional language strategy must be put
into practicequickly. The regions/countries are urged to make the necessary funding
available for this.

The number of blingual schoolanustbe increased and student exchange within the
EMR must be erouraged toincreasea propercommandof the neighbouring
languages within thEMR. Aside from the focus on language skillsutualattuning

of education, (vocational) tr@ing and mutual recognition of courses, degrees and
competences will require continued attention.

Euregional Networks: Over the past 30 years a large number of important
professional networks have been established within khie,Epartly as a result of the
various INTERREG projed. These networksnust be fostered andnerit explicit
recognition. They can be used for the furtmtensificationand acceleration of the
EMR futuristic view

The EMR Bureaushall offer these netwoska platfem. To facilitae these networks,
consideration should be given to identifyingdgetarymeansand toallocatingstaff
from the partneregions.

Communicaton and Media Strategy: A communication and media strategy is an
essential part the EMR Bureauactivities Establishing andnaintainingprofessional
relationships with the various media (newspapdig, radio) within the partner
regionsis essential. This is all the morelevantas theras currently noEuregional
media landscape. Furtheore the EMR’'s own website and newsletteoffer
opportunitesto gain public recognition.

An improveddata basenust be created. One of the Euregional communication and
marketing coditions is that the still existing, renably crossborder knowledge
discrepanciesre run downand that a commorgontinuouslyupdated and openly
accessible data and information &dsr the EMR is created. Projects such as the
Euregional Information Service (EIS), which kea crossorder harmonized
structue and innovatin data available to the EMS, can act as an example for all the
border regiorin Europe.

The councils of the regional authorities and the national parliaments can support the
Euregionin its communication efforts bgommitting themselve® regularlydiscuss
EMR themes and plans at their meetings.

Intensification of Understanding and Cooperation through Interfigd Official
Cooperation To improve mutual understanding aetficient cooperation between
the partner regions, the participating partner megiwill set up a programme to
exchange officials and employees.



EMR-Bureau: The structue of theEMR-Bureau in Eupemust be reinforced. The
appointment of a DirectorGeneralSecretary Generawill be an important
contributing factor. Aside from theagito-day management of the Bureau, it will be
vital that the Director Gener&lécretaryGeneralconsolidatesthe external EMR
relations. External relations arelations withinterested parties within tHeuregion
with the national structureso which the partner region®elong but alsowith the
European Institutions and othasoperatindorderregions

Posting employees fromdministrationsof participatingEMR partners continues to
be an important aspect

EMR Management andstructure. The managesnt andfinancial position of the
EMR will be worthy ofattention and must be brought into line with the ambitions of
the organisation.

The organisatioal structureof the EMR, includinghe Euregioal Council, board of
directors, committees, workgroupand networks must also be taken into
considerationin light of the formulated ambitionghe keynote ifiereto end up with
an efficient and decisive organigati which can effectively carrput the tasks
assigned tat. The desire of the Euregial Coundl to become more intensively
involved in the EMR decisiemaking process has been duly noted

EuregionMeuseRhinewants to profile itself as a creative knowledge and technology
region in the heart of Europe, where quality of lifefishe essence.

“United in Diversity’ remains the strength and challenge of Eheegion Meuse
Rhine
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